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stacks. No new charcoal furnaces were reported
building in 1916, but 17 coke furnaces, with
an annual capacity of 3,151,000 tons, were under
construction at the close of that year.

It was my privilege to make the first contract:
for coke entered into by Mr. II. C. Prick, a man
whose name must; be always inseparable from
the history of the coke industry in America, when
he began the coke business on his own account,
and I would be ashamed to tell you the price,
as I think he would also. I bought the first
coke used in the Mahoning Valley for a furnace
at Girard then under my management, line
exact date has escaped my memory, but it was
in the late 60's, This coke was used as a mix-
ture with Brier Hill coal, and some coal was
still used as a mixture until twenty years
later, when we could no longer obtain it in
satisfactory quantities. The mixture in a d e
what we thought then was a very satisfactory
and economical fuel, the coal adding to the sur-
plus gas production.

I have bought many thousands of tons of
good beehive coke at eighty-five cents per ton.
The average selling price of the entire output
of the country in 1880 was $L99 per ton at ovens.
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